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Inside This Report 

This report is a condensed summary of  the Catawba 
Soil and Water Conservation District's activities for 
fiscal year 2011which covers the period from July l, 
2011, through  June 30, 2012.  
 
The Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) is a governmental subdivision of  the State 
of  North Carolina and is governed by a five-member 
Board, three of  whom are elected and two appointed. 
North Carolina law charges them with the responsi-
bility of  planning and carrying out conservation ac-
tivities that will best conserve the natural resources of  
Catawba County.  They meet monthly, at 10:00 AM 
the first Friday Morning of  each month on the third 
floor of  the Agricultural Resources Center in the Dis-
trict/Natural Resources Conservation Service office 
in Newton.  All meetings are open to the public. 
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 Catawba SWCD Staff: 

Larry Williams SWCD 

Randy Willis SWCD 

Kelly Hoke SWCD 

Lee Holcomb NRCS 

Phil Hartis ACIS 

  Board Members of  the Catawba SWCD  

Pictued L-R: James Hardin, Joe Devine, Chris Fulbright, Cliff  Isaac, 
David Caldwell 
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 Lee Holcomb became NRCS District Conservationist in Catawba 
and Alexander counties on February 27th, 2012.  NRCS administered sev-
eral Federal cost-share programs in FY2012.  Catawba county received 
approximately $108,360 in EQIP funds that consisted of two Seasonal 
High Tunnel Systems, two Poultry Drystack/Composter buildings, and 
one Forestry Kudzu Control contract.   As part of the Conservation Stew-
ardship Program (CStP), there was one cooperator who received enhance-
ment payments for applying nutrient applications in split applications ver-
sus applying the entire crop needs in one application. 

 

Catawba Soil and Water Conservation Contest Winners for 2012 
The Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District Speech, Poster and Essay contest was held in February, at the 
Catawba County Agricultural Resource Center in Newton.  Several students went on to the area competition, and 
one placed at the area competition.  

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     

                                                        
                                             

 Voluntary Ag District 
In 2008 Catawba County adopted the Voluntary Ag District 
Program, and in 2009 the County Commissioners appointed a 
seven member advisory board. This advisory board met exten-
sively setting up the program, the application process and pro-
moting the program to the farming community. In July of 2009 
the first public meeting was held to promote the program and 
inform the public of its benefits at which time landowners were 
given the opportunity to sign up.  Currently there are 61 land-
owners with 7,465 acres signed up in the district. 

1st place 7th grade speech winner 

8th grade 1st place speech winner 
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 Non-point source pollution has been identified by the NC Division of Water Quality as the primary source 
of degradation of freshwater rivers and streams in North Carolina. According to the North Carolina Non-point 
Source Assessment Report, agriculture is the largest source of stream-use impacts in the state. Of the 30% of 
stream miles, which are impacted negatively, agriculture is suspected of impacting approximately 65%. In addition, 
agriculture is suspected of being the primary source (60% of impacted acres) of NPS pollution in estuarine areas. 
The approach taken in North Carolina for addressing agriculture's contribution to the non-point source water pol-
lution problem is to primarily encourage voluntary participation by the agricultural community. This approach is 
supported by financial incentives, technical and educational assistance, research, and regulatory programs. 
 This program is intended to reduce the input of sediments, nutrients, animal  wastes and pesticide 
(agricultural non-point source pollution) into the watercourses of our state. Since October, l989, $1,405,461.00 
has been allocated to Catawba County through the NCACSP 
 By  helping agricultural producers improve their level of on-farm management through the use of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs).  These include vegetative, structural or management systems that are used to im-
prove the efficiency of farming operations by reducing potential pollutants into surface water. Popular BMPs of-
fered include strip cropping, animal waste management systems, poultry composters, stream crossings, spring de-
velopments, and cropland conversion.  An agricultural producer participating in this program will be reimbursed 
by the State for 75% of the average cost of each BMP installed.  The remaining 25% of the cost is the responsibil-
ity of the producer.  
 On May 6 2011 Supervisors Cliff Isaac, James Hardin, Joe Devine and Chris Fulbright and the District 
conducted spot-checks of five farms and two CCAP sites for compliance. The practices included wells, fencing, 
HUA’s, and cisterns. All were found in compliance with the guide lines of the program. 

A summary of results of the Program Year 2011 
  

$57300.00 in ACSP funds 
$8445.00 in AgWRAP funds 

7– Total Contracts 
Wells - 3 

Water Tanks - 6 
Fence - 8803’ 
Pipe - 2562 

 
                    

  
      The planned BMP's save 8,978.83 tons per year of soil, and exclude more than 7,900 cattle and over 500 goats 
from free roam of the streams. More than 800,000 chickens were accounted for in poultry waste  
management practices.  

 All Agricultural producers should contact the Catawba SWCD for more details. 

Livestock Exclusion Water Tanks w/ HUA 

CATAWBA SWCD COSTCATAWBA SWCD COST--SHARE PROGRAMSSHARE PROGRAMS  

 Concrete Feeding Pad 



Envirothon 
The Area 2 Soil and Water Conservation Districts held the tenth annual Northwest Envirothon Competition in 
Wilkesboro.  This environmental educational event sponsors middle and high school teams competing in environ-
mental topics of Soils, Aquatics, Forestry, Wildlife, and Current Environmental Issues. Participation in 2012 event 
was 100 teams with more than 700 students, advisors, resource people and volunteers participating in the 2012 
event.  Catawba had four teams, and all four advanced to the state competition. 

Environmental Awareness Week  

The Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District and the  
Catawba Cooperative Extension Service host 2 Environmental Awareness Week 
Field Days for the Fifth graders in Catawba County each year.  Field Days give  
students the opportunity to learn conservation practices first hand from experts in 
their fields. 
 The 2011 Field Days were held at Southside Park in Newton.  
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            Forestry  

  2011-2012 Program Totals (starting Jan. 2012)  

       

Name 
# of partici-

pants 
Location 

# of pro-
grams  

Date 
School-age or 

adults 
Name of Program 

Larry 50 CVCC 1 1/12/2012 adults Horticulture 

Kelly 5 Grandview MS 1 2/17/2012 school Envirothon/Aquatics 

Randy 5 Grandview MS 1 2/24/2012 school Envirothon/Soil 

Randy 10 Concordia 1 3/1/2012 School Envirothon/Soil 

Kelly 10 Concordia 1 3/7/2012 school Envirothon/ Aquatics 

All staff 100? 
Bandy's Farm 

Day 
Roving 3/30/2012 General public General 

All staff 19 Mini Course 1 4/3/2012 County employees General 

Kelly 50 Cedarock Park 10 4/20/2012 School Envirothon/Speech 

Kelly/Randy 10 Devine Farms Roving 5/26 & 27 General public Aquatics 

Kelly/Lee 25 
Conover 

Farmer's Mar-
ket 

Roving 6/9/2012 General public General 

Randy 7 Devine Farms 1 6/12/2012 school Soils 

Kelly 7 Devine Farms 1 6/13/2012 school Aquatics 

Kelly 10 Lenoir-Rhyne 1 6/15/2012 adults EENC 

Randy 30 4-H Fishing Day 1 6/18/2012 General public Fishing 

Kelly 14 Haywood Co. 1 6/19&20/2012 Adults Methods of EE 

 352  21    
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                     Community Conservation Assistance Program                              
Soil & Water Program Pays For Cisterns In  

Catawba County 
The Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District has partnered with the N.C. Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources to offer the citizens of Catawba County a new program. The program is entitled Community 
Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP), and it addresses nonpoint source pollution from private and public 
land. 
 
Pressure from a rapidly expanding human population is the driving force behind water quality degradation in the 
Catawba River basin. The estimated population density is 356 persons/square mile, versus the average statewide 
population density of 163 persons/square mile, making this the most densely populated basin in the state. 
The expanding population is accompanied by an increase in urban and built-up land cover that increases the rate 
and intensity of polluted storm water runoff.  
Growing populations not only require more water, but they also lead to the discharge and runoff of greater quanti-
ties of waste and pollutants into the state’s streams and groundwater. Thus, just as demand and use increases, some 
of the potential water supply is lost.  
 
Storm water runoff is a primary carrier of nonpoint source pollution in both urbanized and rural areas. The impact 
of storm water runoff is particularly severe in developing areas where recently graded areas are highly susceptible 
to erosion and urbanized areas where storm water runoff is rapidly channeled through curb and gutter systems into 
nearby streams. 

The Community Conservation Assistance Program is a voluntary program that targets urban, suburban and rural 
landowners to help them reduce their contribution to nonpoint source pollution. CCAP will not be used to aid 
new development, nor meet the requirements of existing regulations.  

Practices that can be implemented through the CCAP are as follows: abandoned well closure, backyard rain gar-
den, cisterns, critical area planting, diversions, grassed swales, pet waste receptacles, riparian buffer, stream restora-
tion, stream bank and shoreline protection, bio-retention areas and storm water wetlands. 

The City of Conover completed their CCAP contract for a cistern. The cistern is plumbed to a system that filters 
the water and from there it used to flush toilets. Also in the 2010/2011 year we also contracted 2 cisterns and one 
abandoned well   closure. 

The Catawba Soil & Water Conservation District office is in the ARC building and can be reached at 465-8950. 
For more information on CCAP or rain barrels, visit the Soil & Water page under departments on the counties’ 
main page. 

 

 
 

Summary of 2011CCAP Activities 
 

$4359.00 in CCAP funds 
2 - Contracts 

 

     Conover Station 



PO  Box 389 

Newton, NC  28658 

Catawba County 
Soil & Water Conservation District 

                                                   USDA Nondiscrimination Statement  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national ori-

gin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-

grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 

should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence 

Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

http://www.catawbacountync.gov/depts/soilwater/   

Phone (828) 465-8950       Fax (828) 465-8953 

                                     Mission Statement 
 
 The Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District’s mission is to ad-
minister a comprehensive conservation program to  protect and  con-
serve our natural resources of  Soil and Water by providing financial, 
educational and technical assistance to citizens of  Catawba County and 
to establish new programs in concert with other appropriate agencies 
and organizations to meet changing needs. 
 

http://www.enr.state.nc.us/DSWC/index.html    


